
Reuse and Redevelopment 
Proposal 

> The proposal consists in the adaptation of the 
Market House into a Craft Training and Sustainability 
Research Centre. The crafts that could be learned are:

• Earthen construction techniques
• Thatching

• Stone and brick masonry
• Traditional plastering

• Others

The space would host a permanent exhibition of the 
history and importance of Irish market houses (with a 

special section on the history of Newtownbutler’s 
Market House and Lanesborough Hotel) and a library 

with material specialized in craftsmanship and 
sustainability topics open to all public. 

> The Hotel would be part of the adaptation and would 
offer accommodation for tourists,  accommodation for 
participants and spaces for lecturing/presentation of 

the workshops. 

> The buildings located at the back of the Hall would 
be used as storage for tools and specialized 

equipment.

> The open area would allow the delivery/removal of 
material and would also be used to facilitate the 

practical workshops.

> Finally, the urban intervention would consist in the 
recovery of the symmetric façade and traditional 
street lamp, the adaptation of the sidewalk for 

universal access to the new Centre, the planting of 
trees to improve the townscape aesthetics, the 

installation of a bike’s rack to promote the use of the 
bicycle both for local mobility and for tourism 

purposes, and finally, the installation of a bench, 
element typical in villages for informal meeting point.

Sketch view of the buildings’ facade after the proposed adaptation.

Newtownbutler Craft Training and 
Sustainability Research Centre

1750-1850

Market houses’ construction period [1]

1750-1850

Market houses’ construction period [1]

References:

[1] Brett, Charles Edward Bainbridge (1973). Court houses and market houses of the province of Ulster, Ulster Architectural Heritage Society.

[2] Chapman, Barbara (2005). A history of Newtownbutler Dublin, Ireland, Nonsuch Publishing Limited.

[3] Rowan, Alistair (1979). North West Ulster: The Counties of London Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh and Tyrone, Yale University Press.

[4] ICOMOS (1964). International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites. Venice, ICOMOS.

[5] ICOMOS (2013). The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance. Burra, Australia, ICOMOS.

[6] ICOMOS (1994). The Nara Document on Authenticity. Nara, Japan, ICOMOS.

[7] ICOMOS (1999). Charter on the built vernacular heritage. Mexico, ICOMOS.

[8] United Nations (2018). SDG 11 synthesis report 2018: Tracking progress towards inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities and human settlements. Kenya.

[9] Department of Regional Development (2010). Regional Development Strategy 2035. 

[10] Fermanagh and Omagh District Council (2018). Countryside Assessment October 2018.

[11] Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht (2019). Heritage Ireland 2030, Public Consultation. Ireland.

[12] French, Robert and Lawrence, William (ca. 1865-1943). The Lawrence Photograph Collection. National Library of Ireland.

Alejandro Jimenez Rios
PhD Student

Department of Civil, Structural and 
Environmental Engineering

Trinity College Dublin
jimnezra@tcd.ie

Great Famine

2011 Census
987 habitants [10] 

2011 Census
987 habitants [10] 

1836
Grand Jury Act [1]

1836
Grand Jury Act [1]

1828-1830
Construction of Newtownbutler Market House 

designed by W. D. Butler [1 & 3] and built by Jonathan Tilson [1].

1828-1830
Construction of Newtownbutler Market House 

designed by W. D. Butler [1 & 3] and built by Jonathan Tilson [1].

1622
Ten English families l iving 

in Newtownbutler [2]

1622
Ten English families l iving 

in Newtownbutler [2]

1919
Market House purchased 
by Revd. J. C. Taylor [2]

1919
Market House purchased 
by Revd. J. C. Taylor [2]

1943
First floor used as 

classroom [2]

1943
First floor used as 

classroom [2]

1971
Market House converted 

into a Church Hall [2]

1971
Market House converted 

into a Church Hall [2]

1820
Lanesborough Arms Hotel

built by John Reilly [1]

1820
Lanesborough Arms Hotel

built by John Reilly [1]

1793
W. D. Butler is born [2]

1793
W. D. Butler is born [2]

Conservation 
Principles [4]

Reversibility 
Minimum 

intervention

Compatibility Multidisciplinary 

Authenticity
[6]

Materials 
and 

Substance

Use and 
Function

Traditions 
and 

Techniques

Location 
and 

setting

Spirit 
and 

Feelings

Form 
and 

Design

Management 
Site [5]

Understand 
Significance

Develop 
Policy

Manage in 
Accordance

> Education programs
> Training programs
> Information programs
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Reuse of space <
Use of local materials <

Promote sustainable mobility and 
green areas <
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> Understanding of the village’s 
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> Valorisation of public space

Revive local economy <
Create job opportunities <

Incentivize tourism <

Training 
Needs [7]

Environmental 
Sustainability [8]

Social 
Sustainability [8]

Economic 
Sustainability [8]

View of the buildings in 1841 [12].

Statutory framework:
• Regional Development Strategy 2035 [9].
• Countryside Assessment [10].

• Heritage Ireland 2030 [11].

Sketch of the plan usage after proposed adaptation.
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